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On Feb. 20, deputy agriculture minister Ernesto Enriquez Rubio announced a crop substitution
program to be implemented in nine states. In Baja California, wheat growers will be encouraged
to switch to citrus groves; in Guerrero, Oaxaca and Chiapas, copra (dried coconut) producers
will switch to raising cattle; in Sinaloa and Sonora, soybean producers will be offered several
alternatives; in Colima, the program is to focus on generalized crop diversification. The Agriculture
Secretariat (SARH) is projecting harvests this year of 14.6 million metric tons of corn, 1.2 million
MT of beans, 3.9 million MT of wheat, 5.5 million MT of sorghum, and 550,000 MT of rice. During
a March 11 interview with Notimex, Ruben Duarte Corral, leader of the National Union of Wheat
Producers, said that about 50,000 ha. currently planted in wheat could be used for citrus production.
The most viable areas for substitution with citrus are plots currently irrigated during planting
season. (Sources: El Nacional, Excelsior, 02/21/91; Notimex, 03/11/91)
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